(Come and coming out of the Wilderneſle, Babylon, 
andthe dark Night of the Apollzey of 20 AE” F 
intotheir own Land, which is Sjowt | 


Holineſſe, there to Worſhip th@Lord in Spirit- me 

Truth)” againſt the ſeveral Sets and forts of . 
people, called Independarts, Separatifts or Brownifts, 
DF Fift Monarchy-men , Seekers, and Hig 


tionifts of all forts,who by the. True Light are To ound 
.and Og tobe outof the ſame. 
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Written by FT. ©: "According to th wetkes of Wif: . 


dom given unto him from God, who is the giverof 
every a 22:698 | 
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of gain-ſayers,. who ſha} not be. able-co' reſt che Spirit by 
which they'fpe nie 


» 


i RP 


fo ace not the titre Chrarch;/:fof" alche 

felves as eo the Hifible*Adtminifiracion | Thar. er, Not 
to have dependance* upon corher Congregations 'or Churches 3 
£131 A 2 as ® | 


. - © «7 a 7>.3 (4% - | 
8s an inferiour on a ſnperiour; yet arethere many thingsap- 
parently ſeen amongſt you which do un-Church you and re- 
move your Candleſtick far off; for 'the true golden Candle- 
flickSumong whom Chriſt the Son of God''walketh, do hatd 
up and hold: forth the true; light. char..it- may ſhine before 
men.;3 gs {as dothe common mutcitude ) reject ic, ſleighe 

16, and Diſpute agaiuſtic as invalid-end inſuthcient ro lead in 
the way everlaſting; and: ſo ye would have it kept under the 
bulhel, yea, quice extinguiſhed in 'the hearts of men, and 
would have the Scripttres or Writings to be a light coi, and 
not it an enlightener.and opener of chem, whereby ye-ſtumble 
at the Scriptures;themſelves,; and cannot diſcern of the times 
and ſeaſons, or of the Saints (everal ſtates. and conditions to 
God-ward,: who becauſe they ſometime witneſſed a war and 
ſigeing againſ che body of fin, therefore ſay 'you, they muſt 
alway while they live- carry it about them, as: though rhe 
Saints fought as thoſe that beat che Air, or as thoagh their 
bour were. in vain-in the Lord :' * Oh! fooliſh people and 
unwiſe, when will ye come to the true Teacher in your ſelves, 
thatye may belicye and know the Promiſe madeunto the:ſeed, 
That there ſpall be no more a pricking Bryar.unto the Houſe of Frael; 
wor 4 grieving Thorn of all. that , are. round about | them that deſpiſe 
them z, and. they ſhall know that 'I am: the-Lord © Alfo that their Enes 
wies which they have ſeen to day, they ſpall ſee them —_ more for 
ever : And that ye way fee their intereſt im hrifts Prayer 
( whom the Farther heard alwayes, ; becauſe he did alwayes 
the things that pleaſed him ) who ſaid,. Neither Pray TI: for:thefe 
alone ( to wit, for the Apoſtles and. Saints chen/urche world, 
that they, mnigneþe ſanGified threugh the Truch') but for the 
alſo who. ſhall believe in-me, through their words,. that they all may be 
ene, &c, I intbem,audthou;in me, that hey may be made prtfect in 
one, #1d that the world may, know that thou! bait ſent me, and baf 
loved thens 4 thou haft loved me... Mark, | lis was a ſtate. of Saines 
Perfe&ion in this world,. that. worldly. Spirits--miglit- be con- 
, vinced thereby z but ye being in the /unbelief, are (evenas:the 
multitude) alwsyes hanging: ypon. the:lips ;of men, whoſe 
/ tongues are nottouched '(, & e- Prophets -was } with-a-Coal 
from Gods, Altar,i who witnefled- his, fin. purged, and-ſo:are 
ever learning, and never come to the-true-knowledge ; _ 
the 


che Paſtors and:Feachers of £3) oagirgerfons have- not yet 
wicnefſed the Vram of the SanQuary, I mean rhe rrue ſpiritual 
Gift, by believing andwaiting on the gue light which ſhineth 
_ mtheir dark hearts,, that ſhould: give thetn: power from 'on 
high-co miniſter in', but are either. men learned wich che lear- 
ning. of: this world, or.ſuch who through ftrengch of Bram 

and often reading of the Letrer of the, Scriptures, can. com'= 
poles Form of Words and. deliver it unto you aftera Prieftly 
manner; ſothat ye ( as ſtill unſarisfied;) 'heap:to*yonr ſelves 
National Prieſts alſo for Teachers, ſometimes hearing theone, 
and ſometimestheocher ;z Yea, ſome of your Paſtors ( forat- 
led) are-National Prieſts alſo : * Oh:! ( Friends, ) it} might 
ſhame you and make you bluſh for ſhame ( if ye could' rightly 
conlider.) to cal} your ſelves theChurches'of Chriſt, arid Tu» 
dependams, and:be thus. ſo-dependanc 'on mans ''Feactiings; 
Yea, joyning with.the National. Priefts about the'way' of fon 
dingouta Miniſtrie, and bearing the Beaſts very Mark ini'yorir 
Forebeads while-ye are ſo called ;. owning your Baptiſnrin. 
your Infancieto be true, : thongh. miniſtred to a blank, and by 
thoſe. who ſprang from a Popiſh ſtock, and! ſpiinklimng your, 
own:Infants now from a:falſe apprehenſion of the! Promiſe 
made-toyou and your: feed after the:ficſh, ſo calling thar-the 

feed 3. whercas the crueChurches of Chrilt knew no1tich ſeed, 

nor owned-any, but that which ſprang out of Chrifts womb— 
inche Regeneration,: whoa quickning Spirit;: SoCkrift the 

Eorner-ſtone- and: Head. of the. Church ,:even:thet crue and 

univerſal Light.is come:to fight againſt yon with the (ſword of 
his mouth, and:to teſtifte to your faces, That thorgh ye call your 

ſelves Fewes, yet ye are not, but do lye: Yea, your Converſation 

inghe:world moſtplainly.thewerh that your (poris: notthe ſport 
of his Children'; for we fee you ſo mingled and interwoven 
nf the-Pride; Covetonſneſs;-.Policic: aud;Eolly of. the world, 

that weeould not by:any boly-walking know you, or: cult you 

_ as theiclean from the unclean, oras Sheep-from the midſt 
of the Goats, if wedid net now and. then hear ſome of you 

called: Independants:;:; Lord, - how cmprie a:thing it is to have 

a:Nametoiive 4nd tobe dead-? Wherefore come to: him who 
isthe Reſurre&ion and the life;; which life is the light of men, 
and-becometh-the hght of ay 7 all that. belicyeand wait-in 

FEY 2 3 it, 


{ 
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ie; that they -may bring forth Fraic antoGoiſ,, and fo bt» 
come living ſtones: built- up « fpicicnal:.Houſe. ; for this 
is' the Church of thg Firſt-bora, whoſe Names are writ» 


< tent in Heaven : For what is. it for people tocry, The Temple 


of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord , The Church of Chriſt, 
the Church of Chriſt, and to be polluted and unclean both in 
Worſhip and Praftice,. or to call themſelves the Children of 
Abraham , and not to do the Works of Abrabam, - forhe for- 
ſock the Idolatry of his Fathers Houſe, and in obedience to 
the Lords call, came into a Land that be ſhewed himyz:lo com- 
ming to the Cris co his own will, he alſo ſaw Chrifts day and 
wasglad, and walked before the Lord and was uprighc , 'but 
ye do neither of theſe , as being ſtil in rhe abominations of 
the Whore, - who have made the Nations drunk, as kicking a» 
gain&che prick, che True Light and Reprover for.fin andevil, 
and living -in the Deteſtable Waies, : Cuſtoms and Faſhions of 
the World ;' fo the Sun+ſhine of the Lighc in this che day:of the 
Lords Power 'hath put and is putting out your Candle in abs 
{coritie,& hath removed your Candleſtick becauſe yercpenced 
not; for he hath raiſed up a People at laſt-in this Nation 
wherein he bath placed his Name that it might nor fall-in-the 
ſireets'3 who as they are. fairhful- cothe firſt Principle.of 
God inthem, to wit the Light, ſhall our-live, our-ſhine and 
eatourt the Heart and Soul of all-Profeflors and profeſſions 
inthe World that are found in the Igolatry, Prideand'Vanicy 
thereof, though under great and fair-pretcnces of _Chriftian 
Religion, -which ſtands not in high words, bur in loving Mer- 
cy, doifig Juſtice, and walkinf humbly. with the Lord God; 
fo every way and in every Thing keeping themſelves unſpor- 
ved} of the World, yea hating even the-garmenc ſpotted. with 
thefiefh: gy | / 4:7 > 91 ; 
.\ So rhat neither can 'ye Browniſts or Separatiſts-in this the 
Lords day , eſcape his 'Righteous Judgemenr and- cenſure, 
though yeſcemeto fland at a greater diſtance from falle-Wor- 
ſhip chen rhe Independents do, but bling weighed in the equal 
ballance are found'too lighc:tobe accounted by us for theTrue 
Church of Chrift 3 "yet Khow chart becauſe: « is faid in. the 


pure, come out frowiemony them and be ye ſepgrate, ſaith the 
Lord, aud torch xo unclean thing ent I will receive 'you, &e. yeare 
& Fa | very 


- 


very confidentof yaur Randinks _ far ye; ſafy = ane” ſoparated 
free the National Autichriftian Worſvip, abdvaring their 14a! Tem 
ples , and will nat hear any. of thei BagizPriojts« or. break, any 
Bread with them,&c. Bur, conlider jmpg | 
uo unclean thing ,. yea whether ye callinor from them with 
their grand abawination in your boloms,, which ye have ever 
lince foſtered -and praiſed, aud. char with (a fecming) no 
litcle. zeal, I mean.the Sprinklingar Raptiaing of your Infants, 
upon the. account of chein beigg..the Seed of the Covenant 
2s they are your Children, who lay, ye pre belicuers, a molt ben 
wiehing Sorrace this''s , and, an exceeding heerayen.of the 
Pure Life of God, and tac which bears death wn-the very Face 
of it, andif ye arc true to. your own Principles, ye muſt needs 
be ſaon un-churched hereby , and brought back to Bebylay Je 
what you can, for your Children being hereby made Vibe 
Members of your Body, they walk needs be accounted: Beg» 
thren as they grant np years amongk yu, thangh Regenes 
xatzon be not winefled 
tion, and AQ ye received them in beforemhey ther very 
right Hand from theirlefr) and fo they mult baye all che pris 
veledges of Brethren, though not diſcerning the Lorgs Bedy's 
oy able $0 ſcparace between. the Pretigus and the Vide, 00-108 
ſavouring the things of the, Spirit ok Gad as the Natural many 


doth nor, whereby a confufeqd medly and, mixy multicude wulh Y 


needs appeat, yea and the taxes foon overſproady and overs 
grow, andavertop. the Whear if there: be any 5 and fo chas 
which ye, counted che Churches of Ebrig, plainly, became, 
aud be leencs be by thateig the light, buychs Field which is 


the World: is nar elus re mock Gady and tothrow down with 
one band what ye would (et up with the-ogber ? Cometathe 
Light of Chriftu your Ganſciences which makes; manifelt all 
things, and 1d& True jydgewens. procegd.3- Buy alas ye ace 
as great Enevnics ta that Pure Principle of God, which ſhould 
reprove Fou. for all deceitful and. confuſed afings, and give 
you right difcerning ,, and purge you-from all lin,azany o- 
cher whatſoever, and, are ſo rivited on, the letter wichour, 


that ye Wil not endure to hear of the True Light within, which: - 


enlightengta every wan that cometh into the World', .withour which 
no-mans heart could be ſcarched, or ever any man conyerted. 


to 


_ 


by them ( for by your own Appraobe» 


whether getouch>) 


- — 
i 


| 


- fired to know and 
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_ (8)- 
to God, * For 1 would know of you Separatifts, how any of yon 


atfirſtcameto be troubled for fin, or co have any good defires 


ling to ſuffer for? was not this done 
by the Spirit of th hich'moved and ſtirred in you? and 
whencecame this convincing and illuminaring Spirit ? came 
it from above the clouds, or pierced it into you from without? 
@r'was the thing alwayes within you, ſtriving and ftrugling at © 


begotcten in you 5 vn Lord or his Truth, which. ye de- 


% ſeveral times , though ye took little notice of it before ye be- 


gan to be humbled by ir? catrany 'man{(even while unregene- 
rate) flee any more from -Gods preſence and Spirit, that his 
hand ſhould -not find him ont, then afrer Regeneration? or 


could David have done fo before converfion more then: after- 


wards?can the wicked hide themſelves that the Lord ſhould not 
ſeethemany more thenthe godly ? | believe ye will all anſwer 
Nay;and if ſo,is the Spirit of the Lord God(who fillech all pla- 
ces arid things wich its preſence,) out of a wicked man; or at a 
greater diftance (as to place ) from him, then from a 
Righteous Man, though in che 'manner of its operation 


/3n them I know it is different , judging and repro- 


ving the one, and comforting and encouraging the other 3 
So theni- the Spirit or Life being in and nigh every one, the 
true light muſt needs bein every one, for the life 1s the light 
of men, and ſo whatever good thing is wrought in: mans - 
heart , dorh not come- from without him , or from far , buc 
fromthe word within the mouth and hearc , and foariſeth. 
from within himſelf; - for ſaith wiſdom, a good man ſhall be 
ſatisfied from himſelf; and-ſo did Chrift promiſe, Whoſozver,, 
faith he, drinketh of the water that T ſhall give vim, ſhall never thirſt, 
but-it ſhall be a Well of waters ſpringing up in himto Eternal Life ; 
and ſo did Tſaiah Prophetic , As the Earth bringeth forth her bud , 


/; nd as the Garden cauſ*th the things that are ſown in it to fpring 
[ fe 


orth , ſo the Lord God will cauſe righteouſneſs and praiſe to ſpring 
forth before all the-Nations; Oh ! the ſweet ſpringings and bud- 
dings of the-pure Life 'of God in mans heart, after a night 
and-winter- of ſorrow and darkneſs, - and filenc waiting updn 
vhar-of Godin him; [ſurely by this means and no other 


_- ſhall Righteouſneſlstowards man, andpraiſc and glory to the 


-Lord 


- 


by 
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Lord God who is worthy, and alone wortby, ſpring up m tle 
ſght of others. h | ho | 
Andoh! ye Separatiſts, ſo called , how can it be expetted 
that ye ſhould Miniſter to each other Ma your Aflemblies by the 
living Power of the Spirit of truth (which is the n_ An= 
nointing, and the onely Exerciſer of the Saints in all their 
adminiſtrations) any more than others do, bur that ye ſhould 
be as dead , dry and formal as they in ſuch exerciſes, when 
as ye will not turn to the light which is the true Teacher ; 
and in the humility and penitency of your ſpirits wait in fi- 
lence for the Gomforters preſence 3 ' are ye not now compre- 
hended and diſcerned by (choſe who walk in the light as he is 
in the light) to bedry, dead and unſavonry, and having re- 
| Proof and your Reprover, who now calls for miore living 
fruit in this his day of light and truth than-in the times. of 
more ignorance? And areye not proud and covetous , and 
ſet down at eaſe in the wayes and cuſtoms of men, as reſpe- 
&ing perſons, &c, as if there were no more croſs to be taken 
up , when the greateſt is yet behind? For the light ſhining 
in your dark hearts, as it ariſeth , will croſs your own wills | 
and wiſdom exceedingly , and reje& your vain confidence of 
o-_ being the onely crue Church, and ſo ye will appear na- 
ed and bare, as thoſe that have been burin a dream, that ye 
were come out of Babylox , when as the Whore and Beaſts 
mark is diſcerned in your foreheads, & other of her trumpery 
among you; Wherefore I exhort you in Gods love and fear 
tro come unto the light within , which brings our of death 
and deadneſs and all tranſgreſhon', and out of all the wayes 
of confufion , and that abominable praiſe of Infant Bap- 
tiſm which is a chief ground thereof; an4 be not deceived, 
God is not mocked, for tuch as ye ſow* ye ſhall reap, andif ye 
will (i]] ſow co the fleſh as ye havea long cime done , ye ſhall 
reap corruption, vanity and ſorrow; but if ye will ſow tothe. 
Spirit, and lay your ground work there, ye ſhall from thence 
Certainly reap lite Everlafting, 
- Bur what harh he againſt us and our Profeſſion may the Blp= 
tifts ſay, who have not onely renounced our Infant Baptiſme 
asa grots deceit, but have praiſc2 in dire& oppoiition theres 


to by being dipped or baptized in water, and to profels Faith 
| = 


and . 
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and Baptiſm as the Apoſtles & SEE did before the Apoſtacy ? 
The Spirit of the Lord hath enough againſt your Faith, 
for ſome of you are for Free Will, which ye ſay'is 4 power 
placed in you, wherebÞye are ableto Randorfall royourown 
Maſter of your own. accord , by taking heed to what the 
Scriptures outwardly declare, ſome part whereof you call 
the Goſpel, and own no outher-, ſo that one of. ye once de- 
clared , He ktew no other Spirit now than the Scriptures; as if 
the Spirir that moved the holy men of God to ſpeak forth - 
the Scriptures , when it had ſo moved them, had done its 
work, and ſoquite forſaken the Earth 3 when as the greateſt 
glory of theChureh , and pureſt life of the Saints is 'to be 
brought forth in theſe laſt times, as the Propheſies cf the 
Scriptures do plentifully fore-ſhew, which cannot be brought 
to pals but by the Spirit of the living God, which Spirit or 
| Life is but one in all and in all ages, which is a ſpirit of Judg- 
/ ment and burning, whoſe pure Judgements and Holy burn-. 
ings are felt in this day of the Lords winnowing by thoſe , 
who every one in their own meaſure and order do iilently , 
fincerely and humbly wait for the ſame ; for although weſay 
=. that every ones condemnation is juſt for loving his evil deeds,. 
and hating the light that ſhines in his heart, yet noman is a= 

| | ble in his own will , diſtin& from this light , co adde one cus 
+ bit unto his ature, that is, to make one ſtep in ſaving knows 
©} ledge or obedience, but is to believe in thelight, and wait. 
| therein, ſo tarrying the Lords leaſure, till heariſe in him up 

to the prey , leading caprivity ciptive, and bringing fort 
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Fudgement unto viftory; and if this ſeems a ſtrange or 
+ fooliſh Language unto you, know that it is becauſe ye are 
in your own wills , in diſtin&ion from the lighe , which is 
Gods faithful witneſs within you , which faithful witneſs is 
Chriſt the Power of God unto Salvation umtoevery one that 
2 believerh,8 this is the Goſpel, or glad tidings indeed,that man - 
EE - isnot left co himfelf co work out his own Salvation ,. bur that 

4 the God of all grace hath left in him aſeed {which)as a con=-- 
firmation thereof was plentifully manifeſted in his Son made 


7 F 
lh « 


of a woman in due time,- in which he believing thac ic ſhould 
break the ſerpents head, and do all his works.in him and for 
him ; io that ye Free-willers(fſo called) tumbling ar this —_ - 


bs & 


or) 

bling-ftone, and ſetting HS: todaves {which are bur a 
wholſom Declaration of this ſeed and corner-ſtone ) in its 
Place ; I daDeclare again youand all ſuch, that ye are Ido- 
laters, and ſe out of the true Faith of- Gods Ele&, and there- 
fore not the true Church-of Chriſty, but the ſynagogne of Sa» * 
tan, Wherefore I exhort you to: come out of your own 
willsand carnal wiſdom , which begets-you in your Congre- 
gations into many: vain janglings, rents and difputings'; 
andeo wait in filence upon the Reprover in you for {ſin(which 
alone 1s able to:give you vigory over fin) that your mouths. , 
may be for ever ſtopped for pleading againſt the true light, - 
which is the true Prophet, that ye perilk'noc in the gain-ſay-' 
ing of Kore, who alſo ſtood up againſt the Lords Prophet. O- 
thers deny indeed mans power, willand ability to do good, 
and ſo deny you , asout of the Faith; bus how {fince they 
are become ſuch diſputers againft, ' and denyers of the true 
light that Iighcneth every man) they thould themſelves be 
in the true Faith , orfind power and ability to bring forth 
any good and acceptable fruit unto God, I cannot behold 3 
for which way ſhould ye feel his living Power 'tocnable you 
chereunto, or which way ſhould the Spirit of. the Lord come ? 
Do you look for him by way of local motion , andſoto enter 
from without co within you , canſuch a thought be without 
ſetting the phanſie on work, and ſo making an Image of the 
Godhead within your ſelves; but if-ye will not be accounted I- 
dolaters, then muſt you needs come rothe light within, which 
muſt reveal unto, you the Image of the Inviſible God in the 
ſtill ſilence, and that which can reveal the Fathers- Glory , 
muſt moſt certainly diſcover {in and evil which vails the ſame 
(while undiſcovered and unjudged down and deſtroyed) from 
the mindi}ofoman.; but this ao ye Baptized Perſons (that 
lay ye deny; mans Free Will) cannot believe, for ye think 
and ſay, though ſin do remain in you. (as it muſtas long as ye 
live here ) yet ye have an Advocate with the Father, and fo 
are juſtified by.Chriſts Merits and Righteouſneſs , the which 
for any one.to deny,: ye accountadenial of Free Grace, yea 
and of Chriſt himſelf; So ye 'think'ye may behold the Fa- 
thers Preſence even while fin 1s ftanding, * Alas, alas Friends, 
yeare.much deceived (as are the common'multicude_) herein; 
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for in this day of Chriſt (the fekty another kind of Free 
Grace , and another manner of Saviouris diſcovered and re- 
vealed, than hath been formerly imagined ; for know ye,that 
Gods Free Grace is his Free Gift in giving his Son alight in- 
to the world, whereby as men come to ſee, iconfeſs and for- 
ſake all evil in thought, word and deed, Juſtification, Reconci- 

-Liation and Peace with the Lord: God they -may come 
to witneſle , and no otherwiſe; for a hath at 
any time ſeen his pure ſhape with a fpiritual eye, can- 
not imagine. or defire- to have theſe any other way , _ 
his pure, eyes beholding no Iniquicy im any one without 
reproof where ever he finds it , neitlier can his all- 
ſeeing eye but lee x where ever it is, and this is alſo the 
Saviour that we believe in. and Preach, and no other, co- 
wit a Chriſt to be known within , manifeſted in. our Zeſh to- 
deſtroy the works of che Devil, ſo ſaving us from the.wrath 
to come, for he was not at all ſent to juſtifie or ſave his Peo- 
ple in their ſius but from their fins, ſo is judgement laid to: 
the line and equity to the g_ look how far judgement 
'hath paſſed upon the cranſgrefſour in any one , ſo-far 1s mer- 
cy witneſſed by. the tranſgreſſour and no. farther, and ic is 
equity that ir ſhoul4 be ſo, yet is it moſt free grace , in thav 
the Lord God Almighty freely ſaves in-this righteous way, by: 
his own Almighty Arm,but ſo as that the creature may: re-- 
member and take notice , that if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where ſhall the wicked and ungodly. appear ? neither would this- 
(Doarine oh ye Bapriſts) ſeem a hard {aying-unto you, if ye 
were not. double-minded , lovins- rhe Lords: Salvation- and 
your fins alſo, ' to. wit , pride, covetoulſneſs- deceit , felf- 
{ſceking , reſpe&ing of Perſons , having mens Perſons in ad-- 
miration for advantage ſake ,. and ſuch like 3:faraf. your eye 
were ſingle to the Lord alone, ye would :deftr&mo peace at 
his hands, but in- che way of all righteouſne(s: fulfilled in your 
ſelves, yea even to the ſilencing every idle and needleſs 
word,and the removing of every vain & Aiery thought in you, 
as knowing that holine(s becomes his houſe for: ever; but 
while ye canner bear theſe true and faithful ſayings., know 
ye that ye are alinated in your minds:-: by wicked works 
which ye are in love with, what ever-ye ſhall profeſſe rothe 
cantrary ,: and ſoare alſo out of the faith which gives victory. 
aver the world,and all fin.. And: 


j 
" z 


- 
* 48 


_ 


(13 


And as for your being Bru with water, which is but an 
outward fign (at the moſt) of your being deadand buried and 
riſen with Chriſt, know ye that the thing ſignified muſt be wit- 
neſſed , before the fign can be truely applyed , which cannot 
be till yecome to the true faith , and ſoout of the pollucions 
of the world; for otherwiſe ye ſet a ſeal to a blank, as well. 
as thoſe who ſprinkle infants ; neither 1s Baptiſm with water 
Chriſts proper Baptiſm , but was begun by Job# who came 
but to prepare the way of the Lord Chriſt, who was to baptize 
with the Holy Spiric and fire, whowas to increaſe in this his 
proper work, and fob to decreaſe in his work; Now I grant. 
that Fohns Baptiſm was not ſuddenly lefr off, but decreaſed by 
degrees as the Saints came to eye and witneſs perteaion , lo, 
as to behold and hold forth Gods purity and righteouſneſs, 

/ withour a fign ; ſo. that . it was prafticed by the Apoſtles and. 
Saints after Chriſts departure, and that ſomerimes by way of 
command, there being (for the preſent) a good. ule hereof, 
yet Parl expreſly declareth(who wasa Miniſter to the G-#1il 5), 
that he was nor ſent to baprize but to Preach glai tid ings, news 
ther was that Commiſſioy of Chriſt to tae Apoſiles in M-t, 28. . 

_ a Commiſſion to baptize with water ,' as I {hall eviden;ly de- 
monſtrate ; for chus are thewords truely to be read _oui of the. 

; Greek 3 Therefore ys going forth or forward , Diſciple all 

' Nations , dipping or baptizing them into the Nam? of the Father, Sor. 
and Holy Spirit , t:ac:ing them to keep ali things whaiſoever 
T. have commanded Par » and. behill T' am with, you ali toe: 


dayes, even to the 
were to proceed in their work ( having firſt 


niſhing of the age ; Hear we fee, they 


waited for power coo: 
doir ) which was to enter people into rt;e SchooTof Chriſt and; 
then to baptize them into the Name of the God-head ; Now. * 
the Name gf the Lord is his ftrengch and-power , whereby he. 
is known -wortderful- in the hearts of his people , fo, .is the. 
Name of the Lord a ſtrong Tower 3 Now into this name nos: 
thing could bring them , but the ſame power trom on h1gh 
which the Apoſtles and Saints (that had firſt waited for the 
fame in thenxſelves} received , which power was-the Bupciſm. 
of the Spirit, whoſe effe&. was like unto fire , filling chem 
with a holy jealoulie ,.and burning up che drofle , and brings. 
mg them.into - unitie with the Father and the Son mn the- 
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Spirit, (6 filling their hearts with joy andgladneſs, and put- 
ting words into their mouths, and utterance to declare the 
wondrous Works of God ſeveral wayes, according toits vari- 
ous workings in them, and (ometimes even ſhaking cheearth- 
ly Tabernacle , makiig them to appear unto the blinde wortd 
Ike drunken men, this Baptiſm which »was: truely Chriſts 
own,was(and is zaltogether neceſlary in the Church of Chriſt, 
without which the work of the Lord in his day could not, nor 
cannot goon, and therefore was it an Eflencial part of their 
Conmntibon , Which they moſt carefully and faithfully . re- 
garded; ſo that when Perſons believed (being alto deny not 
then baptized with water)they prayed and laid their hands on 
them , which was an outward lign of the bleſling, and they 
received the holy Spirit 3 now if any one ſhall ſay how could 
the Apoſtles , who were but men, bapti:e wich the Spirit? L 
anſwer, no otherwiſe then they could at firſt beger faith and 
repentance in thoſe ſo baptized 3 itwas the Lords work but 
they minifterially didit , that is, they having felt the power 
in themſelves, the raiſed life in- them Miniſtred to the life 
that lay low in others, and fo brought it up ; therefore thac 
the Lord might ſhew he was not tied up totime or manner in 
; the beſtowing of hisgifr , while Peter ſpake thoſe words to 
{(® AY | Cornelius and the reſt, the holy Spiric fell on them that heard 
het the word, ſo that this was the Baptiſm here meant by Chriſt, 
which was ſo Efſential to the converſion of the world, and 
building up.of the Saints , in ſo muck that Pazl joyns it with 
faith as a neceflary companion,faying there 1s One Lord,one 
Faith , and one Baprtiſme ; for by one Spirit are the Saints 
baptized intoone body, Chriſt the baptizer being the head 3 
who moreover told the Apoſtles that he would be with them 
all the dayes (that is of their Miniſtry ) even io thefiniſhing of 
the age; mark , there was anage or certain ſpace of time 
wherein che truth of the Goſpel ſhould grow , and the Bap- 
riſm of the Spirit or the comforters preſence be witneſſed: 
through Chriſts Power accompanying their Miniſtry ; and then 
ſhould the Myſtery of iniquity in falſe Apoſtles. get ſuch a 
head, by ſteahng and bringing in falſe Dottrines, Traditions 
and inventions, that it ſhould (God ſo permitting it) over- 
top the life, and ſothe true Miniftry ſhould ceaſe, and his 
living preſence not be felt and-enjoyed as before; _ 

mo 


moſt certainly came to paſſe , 0.1. ſee (whoſe eyes the Lord 
hath opened ) inthe many hundfted years Apoftacy and reign 
of Antichriſt z now if Chriſt meant that He world be alway 
with them to the end of the world, as its falſely rendred in 
Engliſh Bibles ,' how could his words be true, ſince we ſee 
by experictice that the Glory of God which ſhined in his 
Temple in the Apoftles dayes , departed over the threſhold, 2 
the Church wenrt into the wilderneſs, the Seed of God was} * , 
captivated by the Whore of Babyl»n, and the man-Child { 
(Chriſt in his ſtrengch;) caken up to God and his Throne ; 
wherefore in the ſecond reftauratron of the ſpiritual Temple 
and re-edifying of the holy Ciry new Feryſalem, people muſt 
firſt come to the true faith , by believing in Chriſt (the crue 
lighe) and witneſs repentance from all falfe worſhips and 
and dead work; of the world , as thoſe that are wearie of 
Babylons captivity, and that ſec their faces rowards S792 in 
truth ; and ſo muſt wait with the Lords people in filence and 
humility for the Fathers promiſe , which is the Comforter, 
even the Spirit of truth, which in his due time baptizeth ſuch 
with fire , and ſo by degrees leads them into all truth, 'and 
out of all fins and errour, and ſo the Church cometh our of 


the wilderneſs, leaning upon her beloved, that is, ftaying 
her mind upon the light within, and being contenc with her 
portion, be it much-or little, be it judgement or mercy, be 
it ina day of blackneſs or gloominel(s, or in a day wherein it 
is neither dark nor light , or in the evening cime , wherein it 
ſhall be light, as ſaich the Prophec,or in the” ſun-ſhine of the | 
day ir ſelf; fonoc defpifing the day of (wall things, or overs - 
lifred up with great things ,neither muſt chey all this while,ſet 
upon or pra&ice any outward thing in the worthip of God,irx 
their own wils,or by imitation of others,or meerly from a pre- 
cept without,but onely as Chriſt the lighc fhall lay that pre» 
cept upon them; for if they do, they are will-worſhippers, 
and io Idolaters 3 for as the Son of God was once perſonally. 
preſent in a body of fleſh, commanding che Apoſtles to teach 
the People (at the firſt railing of the Goſpel Church) to ob»- 
ſerve all things whatſover he had before commande&@: them, 
and ſaid unto them, . while ſo preſent with them, which the - 


Comforter afterwards brought to their remembrance; ſo w 
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thereoring thereof the ſecond time, noneareto obſerve any 


_ -rhins, Hf zeae any-chingf0-be:oblerved.,: but whar Chriſt 


"(mania in their bodies of ifleth;):doth command them, for 
"faith he, -Þ 20 away (to wit aszohis-Perſonal body): ard the 


"World ſhall ſee me*noimoreznbun ye: 
; own bodies'ThanifeſtedoiNew! 


"that ts- 11. their 
1s: Clrall-ye: Baptiſts may 


« your your ſelvesuntl prelent praftice vtiwater: Baptiſm, 
> and alt ocher -Adminiſtgatibas: med 5performances)in your 


 *Congregations: have »ye; nithefled- chis truc:faithy;.or; are 


-\ye-yer difputmg/againgt; n2'have ye repented- of--all -dead 
Rb M. 


3 + 


$} dr ave:ye fill wallowimng: in: the: poliutigns; bf; the 


Uizorld 2 haveryemaired or doye waitin filtgcefor:theifacticrs 
 Promife,\ oro yer feepounſelves on;work ins formal Ariiach- 
'5Hs; whnd dead: praging;,: and] hanging-on-the;hps of: (uch 
-'Preachers/'arid/Pray=ers?\ > Do:pyei(or.others:) keepsgn -out- 


"Wart Sabbath-((whether: oh: cher fevench.. or rc 


\Gaydufrom 


YinenFPrece pts: ora Molical Rule 5:00 fram a Centmeand of 
-7Ufe within?: Doe Baptize:and-are ;Baptizedis ated Dreak 


_ 21Bread from a parcicular:Command in-your:elves;1grhacauſc 


£ the Sainrs formerly | ſo/praftiſed;? »Do:ye: cxercile 4he; Pawer » 


-:ef>thedkepes from the.true - ſpiritual diſcerning-fjudg 
wpr-or:becauſethe Churches: before:the.Apeſiecy,.did 


+: tri 
y>ſorbiuda 


"Rep berweeii rhe:Apoſtlesand.aun.deyes, andtbatahe garher- 


emenc 


nd looſe}: ;Yemutt know thattherabath;bechaxide 


| ing of ' che Church: as firſkoutef Egypt; andthe. bringing. ic 
".our of Bubylot, aretno ſeveral things, and arenor brought 
- 446 paſs after one-and. the def-fame manner, .36cothe outward 
a8miniſtratzon! of chingss iAlſmceniiden that febrsBieyela- 
2 tion-was'a Prophetic! pb has things kamie andWull;come to 
palsafcer:theApobles;zand; not a: Relationh of, what was 
done:incheir dayes3: fo/rhevin the, coming. one. of myſtical 
-) Babylon 5 rhe Lambs followers waiti op; kin for the opening of 
{rhar. myſtical Bookzatthat high cancerns cheig;preſent, con- 


dition.:.: Nown ewbemibbe >Avgeh Gamer down 
vet, -ang. Jlightned rhe earth with his Glory , 


from. Hea- 


whereby 


the exerleffipgGalpel came, robe Pecagh/d, laying, Fear God 


. and ejve.G ory.t0 hinge for. the -bour, of, bis Ju 


ment-is come ; and 


come out 5' Babylon my p:ople, and partake not of her fins leſt ye re- 


Ceive.of her plagues : Then as people came our of her by the 


guidance 
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4); : (17) | 
nidance of .the light, the Templeof. God, or his hol Hable\ 
i in the Spirit was open ed in Heavens they hd fight 


have a habication.in God, and hein them.; but then was this 
Temple filled with {moak from the Glory of God: and” from 
his power, that none was ablecoencer thereincotill che ſeven 
Plagues of the ſeven Angels were fulfilled 3 none could fully 


and Rn were executed upon- the Tranſgreſſor and 
tranſ{grefſlion within 3awhich being finiſhed, an enteranice. was 
miniſtredinto;the New Jer:ſalem that came down from God, 
whole light was clear as Chryſtal, and wherein Jobn ſaw no 
Temple, that is, he ſaw no outward Conſtitution of a Church 
viſble, by-thoſe two figns of Water-baptiſm , and Laying ou, of 
Hands, which were called the_firft Beginnings, or Principles 3n 
che; Hebrews, or breaking of Corporal Bread : but.the Lord God 
Almighty & the Lamb were the Templeof it; that is, wholoe- 
ver hath a dwelling place in God-who1s ey pure & holy, 
1s-(in-this day) to be accounted a Member of this holy Cop 
which: alſo had noneed of the Sun to (hine by day, nor © 

Moan:by nighe, nor che light of a Candle, all created he 

and; ſhadows were uſcleſle there, for the Lord God alone and 
the Lamb areche light thereof ; fo that by this Scripture aloue 
axe all you. Baptiſts for ever lilencedfor nd for a neceſſity 
of Baptiſm, or laying 1 of Hands, or breaking of Bread, or Mens 
Teechings,or Scripture-lightywithout the true light opening them; 
becauſe {afcer. the .coming- out. of. Babylon- there is to be-no. 
viſible Temple, foias to (ay lo .bere, or [oe there, which is by a 
ſhadow. or fign ;. yor- no need-of any ſnich ching to diſtinguiſh 
the Saints from the World, or lead them up za God, for they 
ſhall; ſee; bis. faceeven by his IE light, and. bis Name 


by 
Ce 


thall:be in their Foreheads, even by bis pure lnmage of Inno« 
hoYl and Righceouſneſlc which ſhall moſt plainly appear to 
the view of the, World; and fo by theſerwo things lhall che 
Glory of. che ſecond Temple be greater than. the Glory of the 
former. - + + J | | 


_ Andif-any of you. ſhall fay, This flete nd, time 5s not: yet. 


foes and therefore the Fgus & viſible Adinilirations muſt beprettin | 


"a oy [ Anſwer, | 


in themſelves into what ſtate they ſhould be. broughe, even to | 


behold and enjoy the Glory of che Lord: till all his Plagues ] 


ha, 


— 


= ———_— | 

'.T Anſwer, Thoſe that-can oy fay they do believe if 
Chriſt the Light, and have forſaken fin as aforeſaid, and are 
purely moved-to be Dipped in-Water; 8..to help their weaks 
neſs, 'or-in obedience. to the inward, Command, let 'tthem do 
rand proſper z- but Jes. chem. nor fie-down-chere alwaies, or 
frive robring back others. nherero that {ce 10 need thereof, 
yea:rather tliat it would-be'bura ſhuctand-cloud. unto them 4 
forialthough many of the Sainrs {the Lambs followers o yea 
erhaps:moſt-do nat yer witneſiaafull/ entrance into the a- 
Foreſaid-Condiripn, yet in all of: them-the Femple:of God is 
ed ky:thehjght of the Lamb, 'and-the Vials are pouring 
otitdaily $0:deftrby (in; in then chat»ails. the perfeRt light of 
[ Gofl3:and fonow!their work:igtolook: Redfaftly forward till 
all: 1m pediments, that hinder:'their perfeft., and .conmmual 
Peare be removed, and not-totake up their time by. tle way, 
about the Excrciſe of-choſeithivge-which maſt nor ;{{bqrely;) 
appear;-drbwgqteny ufc; Thusare fourkirts allo gilcpvers 
ed; am your biattr lefeuneo-pdudefolates, for ye. have J'S 
been fanhfultoibbt; pare Prineipie of: God: hich, C; ty 

Mrved/in ſome of:iy ous and might than move.you tae Ba 
zized with Water,; but-are ſer downin a flethly reſt, not wart» 
| ing forthe {pisRual Bafitiſen char ſkould have. mage you dead 
coths World;1and:Cruaied you with Chrift, and MS ova 
Rweatilac pr die pucy Gif inal four wo inppings 8 | 
goings fortb5:fo;thay'ye hereby nov growingaip inither which 
xlvingand/cecrne}, are: grown more carthly, {eaſual; dead, 
exrnal and formal than divers years ago when Iwatked ambng 
you; /yea-evenasdeadandety-as the Prieity themel ves,prea- 
ehidg wr ſuch.a-method:ay. they: ſeezing np yous Dezky, and: 
Pulpics, and/Ghocks, tardd Hamer gloftes: to fee hong et me: 
goes:aways and your Members 5 p 
Pride, 'end atl-of thenv/gdp 
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nege HIIATLERR: Or 
Pulpit; 3eag and ſomeof yo fo )egenorite” from: your firft 
Principles,-that yea fo Molkdrphrdogs dn called) avngle 


porrſelves: with che! Nation abours fehding-ont a Miſtry 5: 
yea, and (ome of ;yorir/Ehict-hicadersHavelately nor blaſhed 
openly to declares. *That:you fvl#+ ab) ghur Dar Ycroyhank by; and 
preſerve { ſo wuch as inyourters 7 abo puptick, Miuſtry of vhe: Nation, 
whom ye judge ought tohavacheitLiberty; So it ſeems-ye- 


arc 
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are to'defend them in ) Fending md afli&in thole - 
in the tenderneſs of their Conſciences,-anpd holy Zeal 
for the dreadful & pure Nate of their God, caritior a. A 
or fced, but opery oppoſe the falfe Prophets;'the Miniſterbaf 
Antichrift, the Emiſfaries' of- Satan, and deceivers:of thous 
ſands of Souls, -of 'which {iP vheſtip ablick National / Mini» 
fters are, 2s denying Chriſt YET! tlieSowof God robe bots . 
King, aPricft, 4hd'aPtopher $"whiohiching yourBaprijts: ſome 
years ago did earneſtly afiem and declzaen Por- rake: 
the' Law of - matt frothy maiataining ch env toUlurpupdi Cons 
Krain or Periſt-ochers,and they-are no morethan/other-mens 
But ers no wohder that yew declare:your ſelves; who arefofar 
_ creed ail leevened iith-che-Prigciplesand Intereſts of 
* Phariſees” who ſay and to not, that ye ſhew: the greatt@ 
ofitiomto the Saints holy ad zealons Prictifer,as i 
it of Rile 3 'Brit ye havemnoc 4 wharcholePradtiſcs 
artic thrly afe;nor wharnlechey arcoltt'of, whenberchapp 
+ Olt nan ,&f ofthe Wew/Lardywhata ChurclioxSpoulciaf 
CH he prerended Believers ' Baptized/bectine} hb 
Clip i werdeo plead forkim {whow they ownicoibecheix 
Hi -_ F 4 pe] Beaft; bur: ny 
EGovernment'5z/ nor again{-the 'Pre 
No vp rms, ven in/obis 
oppeſe chembork,ro/ jJagthough 
_ oy rfereby woate, caſt: che whole bujkef3 goricturonyrama 
= «4nd aliectss the malltir tr Lambs followers, 
ecatted, ot mari aero tame pope 1+ 


lifes pid Delnthvode efraidwharimen contd wrid-cag 
do unto-thewss 0 ces aud your-dazependine|Breehoem 
US nsroYeCor intonanveoribitriflied. tiqagi which 


tow aright how. ro Gorern'othery buethote rhat-act 
chetnfelves governed by ehetardcfeſun, whoate. hey redo 
Goretiras well as-r0'Pexdehy! fave Ra | 
ments a pure 4nd: mejetical Gift es 
whortſhand ee /bue- in the! 
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Gems of Faith; for _ 1s. the proper. token of char 
but works of righteouſneſs alone , as. James witneſſeth , and 
none ever denyed ; ſo then thele ligns following thoſe that 
believed, were indeed further confrniations-that ſuch did 
believe wherein they appeared g while rhe Eflencial ' tokens 
thereof remained with them; . but, if«they thauld-be abſent (as 
love mrhieb i4 the fulfilling of the EawNehoughany ave ſhould ſpeak 
withthetongue of men_ and Angels ,!afid- have Faith ſo as 
to;remove mountains, it. would\profic:nothing ; :and ſo be no 
bgn-of his being a believer. And ſothe fake Prophets miracles 
which: Fabzx (aith he wrought before the Beaſt cam beno fign of 
his:BEauch- or. of a true Minifey, becaufeibe.is an.enemy of all 
xighteauſneſs, .Bucito come more howe- tathis point, I ſay, 
thats the Commiſſion wasi:grven tothe : Apoltlesiand Saints 
roMinifter inithat age, til} che. Apoſtacie 5 according to the 
 Eeveral:gifts and operations of 'the Spirit, andthe work they 
 bad':thens to-do y{ which 'was agreat deal. inaliccletime, as 
-yoing fap and-neary andingthisCommilion as dedared by 
©hriſts perſonabmvuth before hipdeparture,, which-was ter- 
-minated in them, : and fulftlled in thac age 3::ſoiwm the ſecond 
reftauration ,:Chriftitheilgghe gives «ſecond Commithon by 
his:Spimt, to-thoſe who'thave waited:in Aisight's what co | 
Minifter with , and how to Minitter , —————_— their work 
muhisbiskeft-dayy which is firſt of all co wifaldthe Skirts of 
.thergreat and myſtical Whore , who will acknowledge Chriſt 
end the Scriptures im words , bus: and betray his pure 
Life;;z* wherefore fe commandeth his wiWedies now to fiehe 
with herwwich the frord of his mouth im tbe: Power of Wiſs 
dom, :whioh-is: better rhen, outward ſtrength and [fo they 
«@ and: (peaks: he movechrand enabbeth them ,; keeping to | 
their own gifr, mealure and+-work:, as the Apoſtles and - 
Sams. formerly (didito theirs; and; net regarding how they 
ated; ar fpake ;: ſo as; to be: moved or troubled at it, as to: 
queſtion their tallcothe work:dfvhe Miniftry ; for they know 
&. they receive: thei wicenels bf 'manythe witneſs of God is 
Srenter,, Which witmnet(s:isbhis-ight within them, which plain. 
ly ſhewecth-them and ſealethi in-rhem (chough the whole world 
Sain-ſay.it) chat they have felvircthemſelves the Baptiſm of 
the ſpirit and; fire (whoſe teffets' 1: before declared) and fo- 
y *@ $5 Ln 93 55386 þ 
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che operation of his living Word -, 'which hath brought 
thouſ#nds of others to believe in the ſame light, and man 
co feel alfo the ſame living Word and fpiricual Baptiſm, whic 
hach ſhaken''the ' Earcthly- part within like & cottage3 
and” alfo the onfward body of ſome, putting words in 'their 
mouths to declare' his righteouſneſs in-the- greats Aſſembly, 
and magnifte 'his Holy Name irithe Congregavions' of ' tris 
Saints; this was'thatgreater wotk that Chritt fard this Diſciples 
ſhoukd do rhen He had done, becaufe ht went-ro his'Farher, 
for the Spirit was not yer given'beeanſe Jeſts was not yet glo« 
rified;ths is really witneffed among usztche Spirit ſedhng' it ih 
our hearts; ſo-that wewrtneting the one'Lord, one Fairh'and 
one Baptiſm, ' we zre thereby-baptized info the-one bodys/ wid 
beifrig many are one bread ; and'fo thetrne: Chnrththiac is 
come and comimyg out of Bubylon', aud:our of the wHdermeſt, 
Glory be tothe Lord for ever ,- who: bath rhus: vificed/and 
Redecmed his People, for ths theing Powern#the 'gift jrifels, 
tongues miracles, pepnens &care butehe gifts Howingas 
ftfenams from this fountdingndw Hehe Lord doktep batt forne 
fireams 4) and give us\ rwore-of the fountaiit #0. vhs! his iday, 


we are not looters but giners by that';z/ and the moretorbe. 
ewned as the Church of Chriſt; + + ! fin lo noftenr IX 


publiſhing hiscrueh Fhroughoerthe world , icmaſt begin firft, 
m 4odomand Egypt, where our ap » (Chriſt che tighe and 
| " ike life) 


Iife )- hath been crucified 3 (. the Anti-chriſtian--State, 
which under pretenceof profeiling Chriſt, oppoſeth him; this 
Bcaſt indeed is many headed , and conlitts .of divers Nations, 
but they muſt not all be cut off at once, but by. degrees ; we 
know by experience ( what ever ye believe) char he hath 

| begun his work in-this Ile of the North, wherem we live, and 
that there have been wayes made ſomewhat'to awaken other 
Nations alſo; cthe;-pure Language being knownga tongue hath 
not been wanting to {peak cochemin 3 and in #his one thing 
do] behold Gods great Wiſdom, that he hathraken the wiſe 
in their own craftineſs ;-that whereas the Antichriſtian Prieſts 
have (as the Hebrew and: Greek). {o.elpecially idolized the 
Latine or. Romane tongue gall over Europe, whereby its become 
a general Language ;'. hereby. a good occakion - is. given. to 
ſpread the truth ,, throughour all..theſe Nations of Chriſten- 
dome, {o-called-z alſo fo nmeh. hath + been the mucu- 
all oommerce-berwixt theſe. Antichriſtian People for many 
years aspannting cachocherto be Chriſtians, that .in any of 
ctheſ&Natious tc may be either ſpokenig their own Language, 
or by/anJnterprerer. : which laſt-way, is. nor to be deſpiſed; 
for the mighty-God -brings:and will bring co pals great. chings 
in theſc laſt times\ by eak begmanings,, and none is todeſpiſe 
thePaypiof:ſmall things z/1yeay the voicehath: been bard. in 
Turkjie already: and if any'of. your ſhall ſay, Butwhar: had 

hey- to do'to gothither,without the gifr.of the. Tongue ?-] an= 
wer, you muſt ask him that moved themtheretageven by cur- 
ning in toGods witneſs which is his true hght within every 
one of- you,- and waiting therefor Counſel, ye ſhall-know the 
Lords ſecrets , and feekhis Power to ariſe , . which ſhall bring 
you into Unicy with cheir Spirits ,,wba.knew. thew Call-, 
which ye will got then diſpute; but inchemeantime ,* him 

[that is ignorant , let himbe ignorant; bur however kyow', 

'tliat your -unbelief cannot make the truth of God of nope 

.effet. But'is it not Prophelied by Iſaiah concerning 

:Church, thar the wilt turn his hand upon her, and pine 

tpurge away her droſs ,. and take, away all her tin, and;will 
reſtore all her Judges as at-the firſt, and her Counſellors as at 

the beginning, afterwards ſhe ſha]l be called the City of 

Righteouſneſs , .the faithful Ciry : Zion ſhall be mo" 

i WIL. 


= 
with Judgement, and her converts with Righteouſneſs; 
whereby it appeareth that at the Reftauration of the Church 
the ſecond time (which is a very refining time, and of Ke- 
demption through Judgement. and: Righteouſneſs which ye 
talk fo much of ) the Miniſtry of the Church ſhall be as they 
' were at the firſt gathering of it by the Apoſtles, and ſogifted 
juſt as they were. 8 0v ob ute» : +151] 

The endowing of the witneſſesat their Reſurre&iony + thall 
be with the Spirit of life fromGod-entring into-:them;, :and ſo 
they ſhall be as at the firſt; for that is the gift ic ſelf, which 
brings into Unity of Spirit all: the Prophets,: Apoſttes-and 
Sainrs in all ages ,/;and: intoLUnity:m Minftry.;\ as declaring 
one- Everlaſting Truth -for fubltance y;- and fremaneErernal 
Root 3 but in-refpect of the gifts and operations of:that one 
Spirit or Gift, it may be different at ſundry timesantſeafons, 
according ito the workthat-isto be done and the:yariouswork- 
ings of the-Spirit it{elf;: , So-God who atſfandrpotmegatd 
divers manners ipake totheJews by: che, Prophertagfpake inthe 
laſt czmes/by his Son,by whorn aJfo be ſpeaketh ſundry wayds, 
at ſundry times, though not: a ſundry truch 5: for the Apoltles 
bare witneſs to the; true light that ightnethevery 'manzandro 
tie Word nighinthe mouth and.heart,as Moſes allow itndfied; 
and'ſo do-we. now by the. ſameSpirie-;:;:they werefontaking 
up and:franding in the Croſs ,i fultiiling vf- all Rygbreouſneſy, 
and forſeparation from every [dol, anda Idolacrous wayes , 
and ſo are we now,and that not only in-word,but:mudeed:and 
in truth.:, they would not gaforth to:ſpeak and furffterin their 
own ſtrength . without .power tfrom-abovedeltto enable! them 
thereunto, neicher dare we: thehike withobtt:the ſame-Powersz 
ſo then.here are now judges agat thefirſt, the me Spirit-of 
Judgment proceeding(yea,theLord.in his People rather com» - 
. 1ng more nearro. Judgement); and! Counſelevrs as at: the 
beginning, thole that exhort and reproeve inthe ſame. Authos 
rity , Whoſe words the earthly; mind:is even leſs able torbear 
than formerly, for Piagues. and Woes | unſufferable :: and fo 
Corching vials are now pouring forth-upon the ſeat of the Beaſt 
and.the Whore, and hail-ſtones fa}l from Heaven upon the 
wicked like the weight of atalene,z- and: thoſe who ſpeak in 
all wiſdom. to the Saints themſelves, are ſeen, ſo mjniftring 
from the life tothe ſame immortal life, whereby they are builc 


up 


Fm 


the Reftauration of the Church after the captivity, Ws 
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-up unto a perfect man; fo dares they tobe denied 


to be Connlellours as at the beginning , becauſe they do not 
exhorc People to be Baptized with water,8&c, for they find not 
that in - their ſpiritual Commiſhon; yea, fee by the in 


- ternal light, theendof all ſhadows which muſt and do flee a> 


way at the very dawning of this bright day of the coming of 
the Son of man , which ſhall never fer more; for ſaith the 
Lord to the Church , Thy Su ſhall n0 more go down at noon : n+ 
creaſe it thall , but not decreaſez So here now is the true 


/ Tryal of the true Church and Miniſtry, when the fign of the 
' Son of man is feen in Heaven, even himſelf appearing in his 


People as a univerſal lighc, enljghtning every one as thelighe= 
ning which ſhineth from one end of Heaven to the other : as 
alſo by the Baptiſm of Fire and the Holy Spirit! which is felt 
really amongt us; for as Elizh (in Fezabels time) faid (when 
there was a conteſt about his being a true Prophet, or wheeher 
Baals prophets (who were 450) wereſich orno) he'that an- 
ſwereth by fire let him be God; ſothe Lord anſwering Elizh 
by fire (a lively figure of this ſpiritnal Baptifm) it licked up 
the water which was in the ditch and wood, and fle{hHy offe- 


ring (a'true reprefentation of the conſaming outward 'ſha- 
dows,8 the hay, wood and ſtubble thatPav/ſpeakerh of) wheres 


by he alone was known to be the Lords own'Prophet, and the 
other (though many } to be falſe ones, and ſo he had domi« 
nion over them and flew them; Sofay I now to all Sefts and 
Gatherings and Opmionsin the'world, witere the Lord God 


Baptizech with fire, conſuming and burning up the drofs, fil- 


ting his People that wait on htm, 'with a Holy Fealoufie for his 


-Holy Name, and againſt all evil iythoighr, wordand deed, 
where the ourward earthly tabernacle (as well as the inward) 
3s ſhaken, where all fhadows are made to vaniſh, as needleſs m 


fuch a day asthis, there is the crue Church viſible, and che 


true Prophets and Witneſſes who flay all falſe prophets' with 


che Sword of Clirifts mouth, laying chem { by ſpiritual ſJndge- 


ment? under ;Eternal Condemnation (they repenting not) 
and fo caſting them into'the lake of -fice. - And m this ſenſe 


is that place in For. on te be underſtood Cwhich I believe ye 
(called Seekers) much ſtick'ar } where the Propher fore-telling 


ec 
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main after the manner thereof, and tbat their Children ſhould be as a+ 
foretime, and their Congregation be eftab[ifhed before the Lord , and 
their Nobles ſhonld be of themſelves, and their Governonr proceed from 
the midft of them, &c.. to wit, by the building the Church upon - 
the ſame true Foundation as formerly , even Chriftthe true 
light, and beſtowing on it the ſame ſpiritual gift , which was | 
the Spirit of truth, the Fathers Promiſeto all crue believers | 
Soeſtablifhing them upon the Rock of ages, agaiuſt which the 
E 2 Gates of Hell (ball not prevail ; out of whom ſhould go forth 
\uch Miniſters who ſhould be Noble and Valiant for the Truth, 
Chriſt himſelf, the Headof the Church , being their Gover» 
nour ; who from the midſt of them arifeth in his ſtrength 
to ſcatter all their enemies , and to puniſh all that opprefle 
them , as the Lord hath ſaid (he will do) by the ſame Pro» 
phetz fo that the Palace remains after the manner of the 
former, as enjoying the ſubſtance , though the ſhadowes and 
fame gifts in all things be not praftiſed by the Saints , oz 
found amongſt them; for the Prophet Amos Chap. g. fore | 
| telling of the raifing up of the Tabernacle of David that was | 
fallen down, &c. ſaid, That the Lord would build it as in the dayes | 
of eld; Now we find that the Apoſtle Fames in AGs 15. aps | 
pliech this Prophefie tothe railing up of the Gentile Church 
in thoſe dayes; which was truly applied thereunto, becauſe(al-- 
chough the Jewiſh Church of old was very far different, both 
in matterand manner of Adminiftration, from the Churches 
of Chriſt then) yet it was builded as in the dayes of old, ba 


| 47) . 
The City ſhonld be bnilded oe Heap , aud the Palace re | 
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cauſe it: waSeſtabliſhed upon the Foundation of Abraham, wit 
| whom. the Covenant was made both to the carnal and fpiri 
tual ſeed, and becauſe the ſubſtance was felt and witneſſed, 
which was the ſame in the Saints in all ages.. Wherefore 1 ex-- 
| hort ye all(called Seckers Jif ye will find what ye ſay ye feck af-- 
; ter, co come to the light in your own felves, and wait low in 
it , ſo ſhall you find che vail to remove from off your under- _ 
ſtandings, whereby the true & faithful witneſs Chriſt Jefus will 
be {cen to ſtand up;-and ſo all impediments & flumbling blocks. 
taken up from the Letter wichout- will be removed, and a 
right underſtanding of the-Scriptures be given, ſo as rg dif 


cern of the times and ſeaſons 5 but-ye muſtfirſt come t6 _ 


LIMI 


_ 
Croſs by owning your Reprover forſin, and deny the pride, 
pleaſures, intereſts, folly and vanities of this world, ſoas not 


the longer ye leck, the worle ye grow (as *tis roo manifeſh 


| ſomeof you have done ) for it is the humble chat he will reach, 
and his ſecret is with them that fear him, ſo as coſhewthem 
his Covenant (for ſo have 1 found it by experience) which 


Covenant of light'being witneſſed, ye will ealily ſee your way. 


to Six, and your Leader chither , not ſtanding till for lack 
of gifts in others, or wanring an Adminiſtrator of external 
_ ordinances, but will keep co your own , and findin duetime 
ſuch pure Power to ariſe, as will adminiſter to you in his own 
SanCEtuary , and make you Minifter that to others, which will 
plainly ſhew that ye are thoſe whoare called & choſen & faith- 
fu}, though ye never ſpeak with any orher Tongue than your 
Mother Tongue, or do any outward Miracle; yet ſpeaking 
and declaring of all his wonderful works. | 

Now come [ to ſtand up in defence.-of the Truth and true 
Church of the firſt born, againſt all:you of what ſort ſoever 
you be,or under what name ſoever ye go.who being out of all 
thoſe aforenamed Seas, lift your heads on high , ſnufting up 
thewind, and think it too low a condition for youto believe 
in the true light within you , which ſecrecly- reproveth forall 
ſin andevil, and(oto wait humbly and filently therein, with 
the People of God (called Spakere in derifion , becauſe they 
tremble at the Word of theLord, and are afraid to: offend 
(in the leaſt thing) that of God in them) for ſo muſt you 
much deny your felves, both in wiſdom,talking and behaviour 
amongſt men with whom ye converſe, which Croſs wonld to 
them ſeem a ridiculous and footiſh thing in you: Ye will ſay 
perhaps ye are above Ordinances or ſhadows, and can live 
Jatisfied of your (elves by that which ye know and are taught 
of God, withour joyning'to, or walking with any ; But con- 
fider Frignds , there is one great Ordinance which ye muſt 
never get.above, ,but be in {ſubjeftiono, if ever ye will-have 
* erue Peace- with the living God , and that is Chriſtthe true 
light, who ſhines in every ones heart, either as a Juftifier or 
Condewner, who isthegreat gift of the Father co the Sons 
of men, aid him whom he hath ordained:co fave or deſtroy 
for. Ever. Nom. (whatever men: may talk or tattle, or boalt 


or--* 
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of 'themiſelves) this 1a A ..- 3 truth , ſcaled m me by 
the Spirit of the Lord God , that whoſoever he be that rruly 
believeth in Chriſt thelight , doth whatfoeverthe light lead- 
eth unto, and- that one ſpecial thing whieh it leads un- 
to, is to bring the Creature, Soul, Body” and Spirit in- 


'toa right frame and order, out of its own will into the Will 


of its guide, which is the lighr ; ſo as that man ſhall not walk 
at random, ſpeak or .do as it pleaſeth bim, bur ſhall freely and 
naturally love the Society, and joyn viitbly ini the bond of 


' Amity with thoſe that believe and walk in thelight , knowing 


atime of filence, as they do, and a bridle for the tongue, ſo 
as.tokeep his mouth as with a bir, andthis is to walk in the 
foot-ſteps of theFlockz for in this manner doth the good 
ſhepherd pur his ſheep forth, & gu before them in this his day, 
the ſtates and conditions of all thoſe who have been m ſpirt- 
tual captivity, ſo requiring itz nor isit enough for any of 
you toſay, 15 God tied up to'a Form? For we know this 
15.10 form or frame of mans deviſing, but what the light na- 
turally and mans condition neceflarily calls him into for if 
his delight be with the Saints and thoſe thar excel in vertue, 
as Davids was who had a fincere heare , he cannot but come 
amongſt them in love, and if they there wait on the Lord, he 
to wait with them, if they ſeek the Lord , he to ſeek 
him with them, if they love the Lords Judgemerits and 
Reproofs, he to loye them alſo, end if they rejoyce in the 
Lord, hetoe rejoyceallo ; this is to he like minded and affe- 


_ Stionate one toanother, hereby doth the pure and unfeigned 


love appear,& the Upky or theOnety mn theSpiric is witneſſed, 
here 15 a Church viſible in a ſweet. and ſpiricual order, and 
yet out of .any invented or humane form 3 for alchough we 
know and ſay that mans; order is confuſion , yet we alfo know 
and ſay that God is a God of order not of confuſion; Mow 
what is more comely than for Friends and Brethren, in the 


truth to live together in Unity , and in what way can this 


Unity be moreſhewen,. than by meeting and afſembling-toge- 
rher co wait upon the Lord , to know his Counſel, to Feel his 
Teachings,. to.ſpeak when he ſpeaketh , to move when he mo- 
veth , and toreſt when he reſteth 3 Is not this Gods way of 


leading his People to Canaan, yea, and in Canaan, is not this. 


one part of walking inthe lighe of the Lamb,is not this a pore : 


% 
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of that one heart and one way thatthe Lord hath promiſed to 
lead his People in? is not here a ſpiritual Harmony, and here- 
by, doth noc the Sqynes (in a great meaſure) appear tobe a 
Ciry ſet on. dFili Thatcannotbe hid ? Let 'thac of God 
an{wer in ever one of you,. andnor your own high conceis« 
VIngs, - ; 

Bur yewill be ready to ſay, IW/bat difference js there betwixt yr 
and other Sets in this ? they meet together (as you do) in ay ap- 
pointed place, and at a ſet hour , thty pray, ſit and hear one fpeak to 
them, KC. -and you dv the likr,. : | 

Dock not right reaſon (unleſsany be paft reaſon) tell you, 
that if Perſons meer they muſt have a Place to meer ac or in, 
and that chey muſt alſo know the time of their ſoafſembling, 
why. then do you argue againſt neceffity it ſelf? ' Bu@ if the 
end of your ſo objefting be to deſtroy all general Aﬀemblings 
of the Saints together, then I fay you fpeak not in Gods 
Wiſdom , nor know not the thoughts*of his hearez forthe 
Apoſtle who was in the Wifdom of God,' and had received the 
Spirit of Truth to guide him, faithy Exvort ye one another daily, 
leaſt any of you be hardned through tle Hiceitfulneſs of Nk;and' where- 
as perhaps ye may 'think: ſuch Meetings arenecdſels, becauſe 
of this day of the Lord that isrifen and ariſing the ſame Apo- 
fle argues quite contrary”, ſaying , Not ferſaking the Aſſen®ling 
of your ſelves together (as'the manner of ſome 1s ) bit exhorting oue 
axother, - aud fo much the more, 4s Pg the agy approchmpg; Oh! 
People confider , rhar-the perfefX day of fie Loratis moſt ex. 
ceeding defirable of all the Ohildren of tighr 3 therefore the 
more they eſpy it, the more they feek after it; Now Exhor- 
tations or other Declacarions that come'from the tighr of life,” 
f rai{eth the light of life ih Sthers , -amd'fo brings'dn the day ;; 

for it is like fire-begerting{ fire, or ke face anfweririg to face ih 

a glaſs, :not like the dead and fry words of 'other Aﬀemblics, 

where there is no waiting in the light yk , to feel the life, 

bur a continual crading and going on in ſelf-Erengrh ; bur-ye 
cannot nor-dare -not deny''bur ehac' we do'fo wait, and all 
wordsfpoken out of that-afeJudged by the ſaine* *and if a fip- 

- one amiong us look out afterwords, and is not as well{atisfied 

| without them as with them , f the Lord' wifl have alt fleſh. 
-F Bekdes, if ye were inthatwhiech giyeth a right diſcerning, ye 
"J Tn: would 
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would ſee that words ſpoken 3 che life areaTtogetheeed- 
ful for the conjvi&ion and cenverfion of the world , MW di- 
recting their mindsto the erue light their guide z - andWould 
alſo fee that moſt words that are ſpoken are for their(akes, as 
raking compaſſion on the multitude , who are: wandring like ' 
ſheep withour a ſhepherd; and the Lord God will havealt this 
fo tobe for Fernſalems ſake, which he will make the cx ofthe 
whole earth; therefore ſhall not his Watch-men keep filence 
night nor daytill het brigheneſs go forth as the lighe, and her 
Righteouſneſsasthe Lamp that burneth; Whereforeif ye knew 
what this meaneth, ye would not condemn the guiltlefs, - yea, 
the faithful for doing their duty , for which they ſo ſuffer by 
| the hands of wicked men ; but its no wonder that ye do ſo, 
for ye being in a too looſe liberty, under pretence of Chri- 
tian Liberty,defpiſe and ſhun che Croſs as fooliſhneſs, whichto 
- usis the —_— of _ — Fi —_ ; 

But perhaps ye will further ſay , Although words may be vſeful 
to the wool 3 x46 > to build vp thoſe who are Suk, the wn Te 
come to perfefiionz yet tothoſe who have attained, they are uſeleſs, ac= 
cording to thy own Dotirive , who haft ſaid before that the Holy City 
had no need of the Sun, Moon or light of a Candle, &c.” © | 

*Tis one thing tohear words that come frem the life ont of 
neceſſity ,, and another thing to hear them in the Uniry ; now 
the Saints who walk in the Lambs immediate light alone, may 
hear the Bride-grooms voice in others , andhave great joy 
therein ,\ though they are rotfpoken'to their particular con- 
ditions , or have no need at all of any outwardDeclaration 
to build them up; fo Fobx his joy was fulfilled, in hearing 
what Chrift preached to orhers 3- Therefore the Aﬀembly of 
a}l Saints s-ftil] needful , both to rejoyce together in the 
Truth, andto witneſs the ſame in the'fight of others. 5 

But fome of your may ſay', Thingh:we are not of the #umber of 
any of thoſe Seas thou baſt mentioned , nor walk with you (yet we do 
meet together at certain times) and pray and preach ; yea, and ſing 
alſo (and ere therefore called the ſingimg People) and profeſſing the 
Virgin life , as" thiſe-who Irve 41 the higheſt "Region of Light an4 
Shi; #1517 na fan rf oiw fro dy > 18 
- Friends , conſider ſeriouſly with yourſelves whatyou do, 
leaft ye deceive your own Souls; for 1£'ts not nwords, nonor 

the highet words that can ah > (nor thoſein-che higheſt 
194 " | 2 man=- 
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manner Jthat Gods Kingdom-doth conſift; therefore examine 
your ſelves whether ye are yet come to the firſt Principle cf 

God in yonr ſelves, whickis the crue light within, that ſearch- 
cth theheart, juUgeth the deceic thereof, makes humble and 
meek , pulls down pride within and without, reots out: the 
covetouſnels, denies reſpe& of or from perſons, brings to the 
Croſs every way,& into the true falence, before the mouth is 0- 
pened by the Power 3. for who ſhall take his Word or Covenanc 
into his mouth, that is not Reformed ? Or how can the dead 
praiſe the living? .. Now thoſe marks of Non-reformarion by 
the light', are coo- viſible upon ygou3 Wherefore flop your 
mouths ye Preaching & Praying lumenaries that are found in 
the pollutions of the world, that flee the Croſs, and love nox 
ro come to the light that ye may be Judged 3 but will be rea- 
dy to be angry or touchy at ſuch words as theſe, ſaying, We 
are too cenſorious, or the like ; when as they are but the words of 
truth and ſoberneſs, for truth and ſobriety conſiſts in plain 
gealing,which ye all will confeſs is a Jewel, and yer do not de- 
lire tobe plainly dealt withal; yeare they that caule diviſions 
& rents, profeſſing to.be taught ofGod,8& yet Rand at adiftance 
from thoſe who by his true Teachings take up the Croſs and 
ſtandin ic; Wherefore link down charge you all ſuch, and 
come to the lighr , believing and waiting in it with us, and 
let nor the glory of this world, orany other intereſt, pleaſure 
or luſt hinder. you from ſo doing, ſo ſhall ye-be caHed che Re- 
pairers of the breaches, and thoſe that follow Love and 
Peacearight, which is ſhewen in. nothing more than by. ha- 
ving one heart and one way with Gods People ( who ye 
will not deny. many of us to be)*ro ſerve him (wich them) 
with one conſent; for we know.that ye ought to return to us, 
and that we muſt not returnto ou. 

. And as for you Singers, conſider.whether ye have-not rather 
cauſe to mourn and lament, ſince thoſe things which are the 
Proper cauſes of ſorrow are found in and among you? Will 
ye be covetous,. proud and lofty , ſelf-ſceking; difſemble for 
advantage: ſake , reſpe& and court perſons, and. the like , 
and come before the Lord with #Song ? Can ſuch-ling the 
New Song as Redeemed from the#tarth?: Nay , they chat 
Tive in pleaſure are dead while they live, and ſo are in the 
orave.of fin, in which-there is no true-remembrance i w” 

: Lord. 
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Lord God of Life and Power, andfar fromthe undefiled Vir- 
ginity of the Lambs Wife. Whereforebe not deceived, God 
15 not mocked, for this is but a mockery, and except ye come 
firſt co the houſe of monrning, and bid Adicn toall your to- 
vers, and paſs under the Rod, ye cannot be broughr into the 
bond of the Covenant of Light, Life and Peace , 'but your 
Harps muſt needs be (ere long) hanged upon the Willowes; 
For how ſhould ye fing the Song of the Lord: in a ſtrange 
Land? A | 
But I hear ſome of you retorting, and faying', Thor haſt 
judged all but your ſelves , as living in ſin', and divers luſts and ido= = 
latry, &c. but we ſee the ſame things among yw, that thou chargeſt ho 
#5 with and denieſt us for, Is not covetouſneſs idolatry, and nmers | "x 
cifulueſs a fruit of unrighteouſneſs? are not ſome of you alſo inthe pride 
in your bouſe, and in the fulneſſe -of bread , when ſome are 
pinched? are ye not too partial in looking upon one more than a- 
nether ? doth mot anger and emulation and judging one another 
wrongfully, and raſh ſpeaking appear among you ? as we not ſee theſe 
things, and why then ſhould ye be accounted more the Ehurch of Chriſt 
than auyother People ; for the Kingdom of God ſtands not in yea aud 
nay , pulling or not pul.ing off a hat , ſaying thou to any. one, or wea= + 
ring of apparel , or taking hy the hand , but in Righteouſneſſt 
aud all the fruits thereof , as thou thy ſelf haſt ſaid, | 
If I ſpeak of my felf my witneſs 15 not true, I judge you 
not out of that light- which judgeth all things, which ye et- 
ther call natural and inſufficient ,. or fleight as a little, low 
and weak thing , and ſo-are out of that which ſhould make all _— 
works acceptable to the Lord”, and which ſhould diſcover and 
deſtroy all by ar ſo that ye are not only denied be- 
cauſe of your: ruits, but as being .out from- that which 
would make you bring forth good fruits »- fof make the tree- 
good ,. andthe fruit (hall be good., faich Chriſt the lighe, in FR 
whom the tree is made good, as ating from a living Principle, 
et that the tree is known by. its fruit I;grant and affirm and 
ave affirmed againſ all looſe and ranting ſpirits in the worldz 
who would have'no outward aftion to-be. a mark or token of 
the good. or evil treez: but the lighr, Life or Principte muſt 
not be ſeperated from the a&ion ;.. northe ation fromie ; for 
if ſo , all a. mans righteouſneſs becomes unrighteouſneſs , as- 
| G 3: . acted: 
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a&ed from ſelf, in the wrong ground , and his knowledge 
like a cloud without water. Bur as for your obje&ing againſt 
our converſation in the world ; I {ay , we judge our ſelves 
(firſt) and eſpie the beam in our own eye; for being turned 
to the light which makes manifeſt, the leaſt ching chat ap- 

eareth in us contrary thereto, 'is as a beam, . which (while 
onde and overſpreads the pure preſence of God; 
wherefore we are not at reſt day or night, till the beam be 
be plucked ont , and ſo do we eſpie and reprove the faults of 
others who cither plead for fan as long as they live, or excuſe 
their own iniquity by ockers failings, and yec think themſelves 
ſafe. AndÞhis 1 would have none of you be ignorant of, that 
although we believe perfeQion to be attainable in this world, 
yet weare very lenhlible, that it is not the work of a day, 
moneth, or year , but chatuthere muſt be much waiting, 
many.a ligh and groan, a great ſpiricual combate with the 
Dragen and his Angels within, a diligent and expert exer- 
ciling*of the whole Armour of light, .cre ſuch a Scate be wit- 
neſſed ; but this 1s our comfort , that we aretruely turned to 
that which gives the victory in the end, and (o are not faith- 
- leſs but believe, as alſo, chat the Lambs War is truely begun 
in us, who fights our batcels for us, while we ſtand ſtill and 
behold his Salvation ; with which Salvation, ſome are al- 
ready ſaved, and others ſaving -; ſo every one in his own 
meaſure and order, ſo that ( im few words) if any or all 
of thoſe things by you obje&ed ſhould ſometime appear in or 
among ſome of us, yet know'they are. not ours , but the evil 
ones towhom they belorig; for when we ſpeak of our ſelves as 
Saints, we mind that which is born of God which cannot 
fia , for that is the Ele& Seed , which is for ever joyned to 
theLord, and takes his part againſt the cranſgrefſour; and 
this] will ay , not onely-for my ſelf, bur in the bebalf of 
other brethren and friends (in whoſe defence I have been 


| + moved © make this Apologie) that there is never a one a- 


mongſt us, who are truely and fincerely come to the light 
bur do love judgement , yea wair for his judgements to be 


brought: colight,ond forth to vigory, even adche watchman 


| watcheth forcbemornine; and ſofarare any:ſuch fram plead- 
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ing forany-onctin in thought word or deed , chat it is their” 
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meat and drink to do the CNL. the Father; and like gall 
and wormwood to the pure thing of God in chem , when-ig/is 
not fulfilled , neither can they be.(in. the leaſt ). content. tg 
ſhrowd themſelves under a Profeſhon of truth; 1o as the more 
Freely to a@ deceit thereby, buc bcth delire and-wituels. a 
growth in truth and righteouſneſs, as knowing that not to 

g0 forward 1s to go backward; And as for any that come 
amongk us, and leem to walk with ns, that are otherwiſe 
minded and conditioned then I have declared,: by the, lighs 
they are judged , and by the truth denied ; and. by. the fan 
winnowed,and in themſelves condemned ; wherefore ſtumble 
not at the light and truth becauſe of offences,for that cauſeth 
not the offence , but by degrees gachereth all chings that do 
offend out of the Fathers Kingdom, and maketh fearfulneſs / 


in due time to ſurpriſe the Hypocrite ; ſo God is glorified, 
and his truth vindicated thereby. Thus the foundation of 
God ftandeth ſure to the Seed, notwithſtanding all ſuch ob- 
jetions,and the true Church which is the pillar and ground of 
rruth is appeared in this our day, ſo that none hath any more 
Juſt cauſe to diſown it for ſome faults and failings that may yer 
be foun&among us, then the heathen had juſt cauſe to deny 
the Fews outward , to be the Lords people, when chey came 
out of Batylon to build the Temple, Lo of ſome things 
ckat were not right andcomely amongſt them, againſt which 
Nehemiah conteſted, and which were alfo re&ified, which was: 
a figure of Chriſt Jeſus the ſpiritual King, the Re&ifier , re- 
former and perfeCter of his People. | 
And as for ſome outward geſtures and behaviour among 
men, which ye account as trivial and indifferent things, 
D <4 Know that though they are little in themſelves , yet as they 
flow from a pure Principle of God in us, which makes us out- 
wardly to teſtifie againſt che pride and lofrineſs of man, which 
k 38 to be brought downin this the day of the Lords exaltation,, 
they are of great and neceffary uſe, and as for taking by the 
hand, it is a manifeſtation of equality and unity among 
friends in the life, andto be done from a pure moving, and 
. not from a tie or cuſtome; but as for yea and nay,whatever is 
.more either in word or work cometh of evil; And ſo ] ſhall 
conclude with prayer to the God of all Grace, that as on 
| whic 
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which hath called us byhis 9, holy; fo we: may be: holy #4 
all mannerc-of converfation more an more ,* f everything 
that offendetlr within:or-withour-be caken 2wayzthat ſo the 
new Heavens and new-Eatth, wherein dwelleth all rigbtconſhiſt, may 
exjoyed; wherein love(which the fulfilling thereof)dorh plene 
flow and not-wax cold, he 22 Lord God may be 


ed -in;us and we in hi be wie Irv 
e-mouths of all chac 


our fore-heads;totbe foppingoF: 
e the truch , to him be praiſe; and glory and-eycrlaſting 
minzon now and for evermoree. © ©. : 


